[image: image1.jpg]





Volume  22 
September 22, 2008                        
 September 5, 2018

Issue 2
Nabnasset School – 99 Plain Road – Westford, MA  01886

Susan DuBois, Principal     Carolyn Jerzylo, Assistant Principal
Principal News 


[image: image8.emf]
We had an exciting first week with our kindergarten friends.  With our patience, consistency, and support they will adjust to the busy days.  The class of 2031 is off and running!
A very special thank you to members of Cookie’s Crew for weeding and spreading mulch around the front of the school as well as the Nab Lab on very hot days in August!  They did tremendous work in time for the Family Visit on August 23rd:  The Esposito Family, Mrs. Bauer, The Berlinski Family and The Hort Family.  If you are interested in helping in our Nab Lab gardens, please contact Mrs. Hort (Kristen.denner@gmail.com).
Every September, we host a Volunteer Orientation session in an effort to inform volunteers of our expectations, procedures, and to provide tips for supporting our young learners.  This saves the teachers valuable time and allows everyone to receive the same important information.  Teachers will share their different volunteer opportunities during curriculum night.  If you plan to volunteer and haven’t attended this session, we would like you to join us on September 17th at 10:00AM in the library.  

The School Advisory Council needs two parent representatives.  School councils were established in 1993 by the Massachusetts Education Reform Act and are comprised of members of the staff, parents, and a community representative.  The council serves as an advisory group to the principal.  We meet once a month from 4:30 – 6:00PM.  The first meeting will be on Tuesday, September 25th.  The candidate forms were sent home last week.  If more than three volunteers come forward a vote is required in order to appoint council members.  Please feel free to call with any questions about this volunteer opportunity.  

Next week the first and second grade students will be screened with the DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Literacy Skills) literacy tool to help us examine how they are doing with regard to their understanding of important reading skills.  This screen takes place three times a year (September, January, and May).  Kindergarten and pre-first students will be screened in October.  The following skills are tested:  phonemic awareness, letter recognition, phonics, accuracy, and fluent reading.  The DIBELS is made up of short individual subtests, each of which focuses on a different skill and takes about two minutes to administer.  Your child may be given two to four subtests, depending on his or her grade level and the month.  Each subtest is used as an indicator of how well a student is progressing on a particular reading skill and whether the student is likely to be on track in their reading development.  DIBELS results will be used in conjunction with other reading assessments to identify and monitor the progress of students who may need extra support in order to become strong readers. 

Library News from Mrs. Loughman
We are looking for volunteers to help in the library.  We appreciate any assistance you are able to provide.  Our volunteers enhance the experience for the students.

You can sign up on our new online volunteer form three ways:

1.   Using this link: https://docs.google.com/a/westfordk12.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrE12qrDmXuX1V0Ghr3c-a9qAB7Vg0QtBlmE36-Z2F-4ngcg/viewform
2.  Going to the Nabnasset School Web Site:

Click on library catalog under the student tab. Choose Nabnasset Library. The volunteer form will be available on the home page of the Nabnasset Library Catalog.

3.  Using this QR code:
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Nab Volunteer Form QR Code

As always we are grateful for any way you can support the library.

Have You Heard That… 
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· regular attendance is vital to a child’s educational success?  Please support attendance by establishing routines, avoiding family trips while school is in session, and having a back up plan to get children to school when the routine changes.  

· the Box Top collection continues?  A huge thank you to Mrs. Carroll for leading this project another year.  A large Box Top thermometer (down the hall from the lobby) will show how many coupons we collect throughout the school year.  Please look for a collection sheet soon.  

· individual and class pictures will be taken on Friday, October 26th?

· in addition to this monthly newsletter, email messages will be sent on most Fridays (and sometimes alert and emergency messages)?  Information will also be shared on the Nabnasset website (ns.westfordk12.us), Facebook (Nabnasset Elementary School), and Twitter (@NabSchool).  
· Nina Mangan, the superintendent’s secretary, updates the WPS Billboard every Wednesday with information on district and town events?  It can be found by going to: http://westfordk12.us/billboard
· all are welcome and encouraged to join PTO meetings?  Based on the survey last spring, we have added two evening meetings:

Thursday, October 11 – 6:30PM

Thursday, November 15 – 3:30

Thursday, January 10 – 3:30

Thursday, February 7 – 3:30

Thursday, March 14 – 6:30PM

Thursday, May 2 – 3:30
Curriculum Nights


We look forward to sharing information with you during the upcoming curriculum nights.  Teachers will give an overview of the curriculum, expectations, daily routines, and answer your questions.  

Please join us on Monday, September 17th for First and Second Grade presentations:

· Second Grade and Multi-age Classes - 6:30-7:15PM

· First Grade Classes – 7:15 – 8:00PM

The kindergarten and pre-first curriculum night is on September 27th at 6:30PM.  
Upcoming Events
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September 7

Community Meeting

September 17

State Mandated Hearing & Vision Screening all week

Volunteer Orientation
10:00AM in the Library



First & Second Grade Curriculum Night

September 25

Advisory Council Meeting 4:30PM

September 27

Kindergarten and Pre-first Curriculum Night

October 5

Community Meeting

October 8

No School – Columbus Day

October 9

No School – Professional Development Day

Please refer to the calendar on the Nabnasset School website (www.westfordk12.us/ns) for a look ahead.
Congratulations
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During our opening convocation on Monday, August 27th, Superintendent Bill Olsen recognized the careers of our long time veteran staff: 
Beth MacKinnon
Guidance Counselor

32 years

Lisa Navarro

Student Support Teacher
31 years

Brenda Murphy
Teaching Assistant

24 years

Terry Brodsky

Speech and Language

20 years

Keith Weston

PE Teacher


20 years
Mary McCusker
Second Grade Teacher
20 years
Kathy Mazzola
Cafeteria Cook

20 years
Reminders
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· Please review the Pre-school – Grade 5 Handbook posted on the district website (www.westfordk12.us).  
· On the days of the week your child has Physical Education /Wellness, please be sure they are prepared to participate by wearing sneakers.
· If you would like to volunteer in classrooms, in the library, chaperone field trips, and/or join Field Day 2019, you must have an approved CORI (criminal record check) form, every year.  Staff must repeat this process each year as well.  

· The district requires all field trip chaperones to complete the finger print obligation.  Further information is provided on the district website.

· When coming into the school, please go directly to the main office.  Also, everyone must be buzzed in, thus we ask that you do not hold the vestibule door open for others.
Opportunity
The WPS Diversity and Inclusion Team is currently seeking parents who are interested in participating in a focus group, with the goal of working with the DIT to inform our diversity and inclusion work in the district. For more information please contact Jenny Kravitz , 6-12 Science Curriculum Coordinator, by either calling (978-692-5570 Ext. 2130) or emailing (jkravitz@westfordk12.us).

Destination Imagination Information Night
Sign up your children and yourself for the fun of DI this year, where small teams solve a big challenge while learning skills and teamwork.  Visit http://Westford.org/DI to sign up by Sept. 15.  Learn more at Parents DI Info. Night on Sept. 18 from 7-8 pm at the Fletcher Library. You’ll get hands-on info about volunteering to manage a DI team, because teams can be formed only if there’s a parent to guide them.  With science, drama, stories, building, art, and project skills, it's 100% kid-powered fun!  Please consider helping our kids have another year of STEM skills and creative silliness. For more information, contact Jodie K. Holway, the town coordinator for DI in Westford.
Absentee Line
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It is important for us to know when your child is going to be absent from school.  Please call the absentee line at 978-392-9618 to report absences and late arrivals.  Mrs. Webster checks the absentee line at 9:30AM and 1:00PM.  Please don’t rely on sharing the information with your child’s teacher via email, as the teacher may be absent or unable to check their email in time.

