[image: image1.png]()
-y
SRMBIER







Volume 22 
September 22, 2008                        


December 3, 2018

Issue 5
Nabnasset School – 99 Plain Road – Westford, MA  01886

Susan DuBois, Principal     Carolyn Jerzylo, Assistant Principal
Principal News 


[image: image13.emf]
It is hard to believe the first trimester ended last Friday.  Thank you for attending parent/teacher conferences.  We value the partnership and believe our collaboration increases student growth and achievement.

We enjoyed the delicious conference dinner in our amazing new dining room.  Thank you for taking the time to shop or bake for us and providing a wide variety of entrees and desserts.   We also appreciate your time and care in setting up and cleaning up the teachers’ dining room.  

We are still receiving Race for Education donations.  I look forward to sharing the total of our collection soon.  As evidenced in the Facebook post, we didn’t let the weather dampen our spirits.  We are most grateful for the unbelievable amount of support and generosity donated to this fundraiser.  
As the cold weather settles in we see an increase in the incidence of illness.  Please call the school when your child has been diagnosed with strep throat, pink eye, pneumonia, flu and head lice.  Also, we ask that you follow the guidelines as outlined in the student handbook for keeping your child home when he/she is ill:
· Students do not return to school until they are fever-free for 24 hours without a fever reducing medication.

· If a student vomits, they need to wait 24 hours before returning to school.
To all those who give so freely and abundantly, we offer our sincere appreciation and thanks.  Whether you help out at school or at home, your support is heavily felt and is producing great dividends.  

Last Call!
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The district still has in effect a CORI (Criminal Offender Record Information) deadline of Dec. 21, 2018 for 2018-2019 volunteers.  If you plan to volunteer, we require annual CORI checks.  Please come in and bring your driver’s license.  In addition, field trip chaperones must also complete the fingerprint obligation.  Fingerprinting does not need to be updated annually.  Therefore, if you have a fingerprint record on file with the WPS, no additional record is required at this time.  Fingerprinting information and instructions on how to register may be found at http://westfordk12.us/pages/hrm/fingerprinting
Clubs 
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Clubs provide opportunities for students to participate in activities, interact with peers in a supervised setting, and form relationships with adults.  We look forward to offering a variety of club choices.  The First Grade Math Club started last month, meets twice a week, and ends this month.  Between January and May we will offer the following choices:

· Second Grade Math Club – Mrs. McCusker and Mrs. Quinn

· Yearbook Club (k-2) – Mrs. D’Amelia

· Fitness Club (k-1) – Ms. Navarro and Mrs. Maguire

· Animals, Nature and Environment Club (k-2) – Ms. Brodsky

· Fun with Literacy (grade 2) – Mrs. McCusker and Mrs. Quinn
· Story Club (grades 1-2) – Mrs. Munichiello
We are trying to form a Lego Club and are looking for a parent to co-facilitate with Mrs. Young, and donations of Legos.  Fliers will be sent home over the next few months with descriptions of the club activities, the timeframe and the location.    
Stay Connected
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Check us out on Facebook (Nabnasset Elementary School) and Twitter (@NabSchool).  The district and Nabnasset School websites provide additional information. 
Have You Heard That… 
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· the Field Day committee started planning the June 10th event? 
· our PTO has an informative site at http://westford.org/nabpto/?
· families have access to the educational Brain POP Jr. site we often embed in our 

curriculum?  Topics include Science, Reading and Writing, Math, Health, Social

Studies, Arts and Technology.  The Nabnasset username is nabnasset.  The 

password is westford17.  www.brainpopjr.com
· teachers frequently engage students in energizers?  We believe that movement 

breaks result in increased engagement and allow students to more easily focus

on and retain what they are being taught.
· if you have not yet registered to access the iParent Portal, you may register by going to the district website?  Report cards are accessed through this site.  

Compassion Projects
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During the month of December we traditionally have several compassion projects.  We believe students learn kindness, empathy, respect and tolerance when they help others and give without the need to gain anything in return, and when they experience the internal reward of feeling appreciated.  We will discuss the following projects during the December community meeting.

The Kindergarten team continues to collect hats (Hats Off for Cancer) for young cancer patients at Children’s Hospital in Boston.  The hats must be brand new and in individual Ziplock bags.  The hats do not have to be winter hats, any type of hat would be appreciated.  The collection will end on Thursday, December 20th.  
For the Love of Erika is a toy drive started by Taylor Leong, 13 years ago, named in the memory of her friend, Erika Gould.  The mission is to spread smiles during the holiday season.  Taylor and her family will deliver new and unopened toys to local hospitals, shelters, and the Department of Children and Families.  The collection will end on Friday, December 14th.
Another December tradition, Holiday Helper project, started over 20 years ago.  Students are encouraged to do chores at home to earn change to donate to the Holiday Helper fund.  The money will be donated to local families in need, in the form of Market Basket gift cards.  A flier with more information was sent home on Monday.
This year we joined Ryan and Jacqui Curley’s efforts to support the Lowell Wish Project by collecting mittens, gloves and socks to those in need.  The collection will end on Friday, December 14th.
Please join us in talking with your child(ren) about these initiatives and spreading joy to those in need.  
Upcoming Events
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December 5

First Grade Enrichment Presentation:  Wingmasters

December 6

Early Release for Professional Development – 12:20PM
December 7

Community Meeting


December 11

Picture Retakes

December 14

iParent Portal Opens to View Report Cards after 3:30PM
December 17 

Kindergarten Enrichment Presentation:  Rhythm Kids

December 18

Advisory Council Meeting – 4:30 PM
December 20

Grade 2 Enrichment Presentation:  Museum of Science Engineering Bridges
December 21

Full Day before Vacation

December 24-28
Vacation Week

December 31 

No School

January 1

No School

January 2

School Resumes 

Please be aware that an events calendar is posted on the Nabnasset School website.
MakerSpace Supplies
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Students have been busy creating in our Makerspace this trimester, and their creations have started to deplete our supplies.  Currently, we do not need toilet paper or paper towel rolls. We welcome any of the following supplies and are grateful for the support.  Please label bags with Makerspace Donation.
· Legos®   (Yes, please include Lego people/characters!)

· Art Supplies:

· Pipe cleaners, pom poms, stick-on gems, etc.

· Ribbon, yarn, string

· Brass fasteners, binder clips

· Colored rubber bands in assorted sizes

· Felt scraps, feathers
· Clothespins
· Glue

· Tape – clear packing, masking and duct
· Recycled Materials 
· Small boxes (jewelry boxes, soap boxes, etc.)

· Old DVDs & CDs

· Clear clamshell containers that held fruit and vegetables

· Oatmeal containers, coffee cans, cereal boxes

· Tissue boxes

· Straws, corks, bubble wrap

· Toothpicks

· Styrofoam balls, buttons

Thank you for helping us promote exploring, designing, building, thinking, making mistakes and trying again and again.  
Absentee Line
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It is important for us to know when your child is going to be absent from school.  Please call the absentee line at 978-392-9618 to report absences and late arrivals.  Mrs. Webster checks the absentee line at 9:30AM and 1:00PM.  Please don’t rely on sharing the information with your child’s teacher via email, as the teacher may be absent or unable to check their email in time.
