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Happy New Year to all!  January is always about fresh beginnings and positive change. I love the promise of the New Year and all the possibilities that exist for our children. 
This is the time of the year many think about goals.  The Nabnasset staff remains steadfast in building relationships and creating a sense of belonging for all our students.  We are developing empathy, focus, flexibility, and emotion regulation.  We work diligently and collaboratively to ensure our students make academic growth.  Thank you for partnering with us to achieve these goals.  
This week we welcomed Mrs. Guttenberg-Murray to Mrs. Srebnick’s kindergarten class.  Mrs. Gallagher resigned in December to pursue other opportunities.  I am confident that Mrs. Guttenberg-Murray will be an excellent match for this position and a strong asset to the Nabnasset team.  
Later this month we will administer the second round of DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) screens in all grades.  During this mid-year round, the kindergarten and pre-first students have 4 subtests, the first grade students have 2 subtests, and the second graders have 1 subtest.  The short, individual subtests take a few minutes to administer and may focus on phonemic awareness, letter recognition, phonics, or fluency.  The subtests vary based on grade level and the time of the year.  Each subtest is an indicator of how well a child is performing with regard to a particular reading skill. This will be utilized as one measure of your child’s progress.  The third screen will be completed in late May.  

Mrs. Hayes, English Language Learner teacher, will administer the ACCESS (Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English State to State for English Language Learners) assessment to her students between January 18th – February 1st.  The state mandated test measures levels of proficiency in the following domains:  Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.  The goal of ACCESS for ELLs test is to allow ELL students to demonstrate their level of proficiency through the performance indicators.  

We are excited to continue to offer after school club opportunities.  Over the next four months, we will provide the following choices:
Math Club for Second Grade Students, facilitated by Mrs. Quinn and Mrs. McCusker - Six sessions between January 10 -31
Lego Club for K-2 Students, facilitated by Mrs. Young and Mrs. Morawiak – Six sessions between February 28 – April 11
Writing Club for First and Second Grade Students, facilitated by Mrs. Munichiello – Six sessions between February/March
Fun With Literacy for Second Grade Students, facilitated by Mrs. Quinn and Mrs. McCusker in April/May

Fitness Club for K, Pre-first and First Grade Students, facilitated by Ms. Navarro and Mrs. Maguire in April/May
Yearbook Club for K-2 Students, facilitated by Mrs. D’Amelia in April/May

Animals, Nature and Environment Club for K-2 Students, facilitated by Ms. Brodsky in April/May

Fliers will be sent home for sign up.  Due to the high interest, we have always had to use the lottery system.  Parents will be notified to confirm placement.
Please visit us on Facebook and Twitter to learn more about the daily happenings around our special school.
Have You Heard That… 
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· we received a check from Terracycle for $200.00 for Upcycling many items?
· Mr. Weston worked with all of the second grade classes before vacation to practice putting on and walking in the snowshoes?  Now we are waiting for a significant snowfall.  

· 18 staff members have formed a book study group to discuss The Behavior Code by Jessica Minahan and Nancy Rappaport?  
Compassion Projects




Thank you for supporting the December compassion projects and making a difference in the lives of many.  We are proud of our accomplishments and shared them with students during the community meeting last Friday.  
· Two large boxes of toys were donated to the For the Love of Erika initiative.  

· We filled 3 small boxes of socks and mittens for The Lowell Wish Project.
· We donated 225 hats to the Hats Off for Cancer project.  
· The Holiday Helper project allowed us to purchase $250.00 in Market Basket gift cards for a family in need.
Upcoming Events
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January 7

Pre-first & First Grade Math & Science Night – 6:15PM

January 10

PTO Meeting – 3:30PM
January 14

First Grade DIBELS Screens

January 17

Kindergarten DIBELS Screens

January 18

Second Grade DIBELS Screens




Food Pantry Collection/Spirit Day

January 21 

NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January 22

NO SCHOOL – Professional Development Day

January 24

Second Grade Math & Science Night – 6:15PM

January 29

Advisory Council Meeting – 4:30PM

Please be aware that an events calendar is posted on the Nabnasset School website.
Race for Education Summary     [image: image4.jpg]



A huge thank you for contributing to these amazing results:

· Number of donations – 552!  371 (checks), 12 (cash), 169 (PayPal).

· Total of donations - $12,765

· Grand total after expenses (stamps, PayPal fees, prizes) - $11,828
Kindergarten Registration
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Kindergarten and First Grade registration (for those currently enrolled in a private kindergarten) for the 2019-2020 school year will be on Monday, March 4th from 6:00-8:00PM and Tuesday, March 5th from 9:00-noon.  Registration will take place in all three schools.  Parents must register at the district school with the following information:

· Birth certificate

· Proof of residency (3 pieces of current documentation as outlined on the district website)

· Proof of medical examination, immunization records, and a lead test

The WPS policy states, “A child who is 5, on or before September 1st, is eligible to enter kindergarten.”  “A child who is 6, on or before September 1st, is eligible to enter first grade.  Please plan to spend 30 minutes completing paperwork, and meeting with different staff members to review paperwork.  

Superintendent Open House Gathering

Mr. Olsen invites you to join his monthly gatherings.  This is a time to get together and share information with no set agenda.  The schedule for the next two meetings is the following:

Friday, January 11th at 8:30AM in the Millennium’s Conference Room B

Monday, February 4th at 7:00PM in the Millennium’s Conference Room B

Westford Parent Connection Offers Three Programs In January
 The Westford Parent Connection kicks off the new year with three parenting programs for residents of Westford and surrounding towns. 
 
Ben Speaks: Losing A Child To Suicide – Wednesday, January 9, 2019
In a fleeting moment of despair, Benjamin Giovangelo chose to end his life less than a week after his 18th birthday. Benjamin struggled with bipolar disorder and obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) from a young age. His family suffered, too, in part because of the stigma surrounding mental illness. From this horrific tragedy, his mother, Judy, has devoted her life to creating new and innovative solutions for struggling young people to express themselves. Her organization, Ben Speaks, provides positive channels of expression for young people and their families and communities. For more information about Judy, go to http://www.benspeaks.org/. (A snow date of Thursday, January 10, will be used if needed.) Judy’s presentation will be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Stony Brook Middle School auditorium, 9 Farmer Way, Westford. The event is free and open to the public. 
 
Stop The Cycle Of Bullying – Thursday, January 17, 2019
It seems nearly impossible to escape childhood without being bullied. With the advent of technology, bullying is more pervasive than ever. Kids can be incredibly cruel to each other. What are parents to do? Dr. Elizabeth Englander – popular speaker, educator, and author – is the founder and executive director of the Massachusetts Aggression Reduction Center (MARC) at Bridgewater State University. She is a wealth of information, which she delivers in a straightforward, compassionate way. Parents will learn valuable techniques that they can use immediately to support their children’s social and emotional well-being. For more information about Dr. Englander, go to https://www.englanderelizabeth.com/. (A snow date of Wednesday, January 30, will be used if needed.) Dr. Englander’s presentation will be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Stony Brook Middle School auditorium, 9 Farmer Way, Westford. The event is free and open to the public. 
 
Rebound: The Chris Herren Story – Thursday, January 31, 2019
Chris Herren, a basketball legend from Fall River, Massachusetts, dreamed of one day playing for his hometown team, the Boston Celtics. An All-American, Chris broke scoring records, was recruited by top colleges, featured in Sports Illustrated, and became the focus of an acclaimed book, Fall River Dreams. Herren realized his lifelong dream of playing in the NBA when he was drafted by the Denver Nuggets in 1999 and was traded to the Boston Celtics after his rookie season. He then lost it all due to substance abuse. 
 

Alcohol and drug-free since 2008, he has refocused his life to put his sobriety and family above all else. He shares his harrowing story of abuse and recovery in his memoir, Basketball Junkie, as well as in the Emmy nominated ESPN film, Unguarded. Now, he travels the country to share his story of a frightening descent into addition, a miraculous recovery, and new life mission of making a difference in young people’s lives. His talk, Rebound: The Chris Herren Story, is being held on Thursday, January 31, at 7:00 p.m. in the Westford Academy Performing Arts Center, 30 Patten Road, Westford. The event – hosted by Westford Against Substance Abuse (WASA), Westford Academy, and the Westford Parent Connection – is free and open to the public. For more information about Chris and the work he does, go to https://theherrenproject.org/.
 

For more information about these or any of the Westford Parent Connection programs, contact Mary Anne Seraphin at mary.anne.seraphin@gmail.com or go to https://www.westford.org/wpc/.
The Flu Vaccine is Still Available

The Westford Health Department has flu vaccines available for Westford residents.  The Health Department will have drop in hours at the Town Hall, 2nd floor on Wednesdays from 9:00-noon in January and February (while supplies last) or call to make an appointment with the nurse at 978-692-5509.  
High Dose Flu Vaccine is available for 65 years and older

Flu Mist is available for anyone kindergarten to 18 years old

Flu Vaccine available for middle school students
Absentee Line
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It is important for us to know when your child is going to be absent from school.  Please call the absentee line at 978-392-9618 to report absences and late arrivals.  Mrs. Webster checks the absentee line at 9:30AM and 1:00PM.  Please don’t rely on sharing the information with your child’s teacher via email, as the teacher may be absent or unable to check their email in time.
