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The seeds for success in the classroom are sown at home. Encouraging children to read at home is a powerful way parents can support students’ learning.  We hope the Star Reader program provides motivation for some students.  The second drawing will be on Friday afternoon.  Please be sure your child’s name is legible and a parent has signed the Star Reader forms.  I love to see the grade level canisters filled!  The forms are drawn, the names are announced, and the students gather in the conference room to choose a book from a wide selection.  
This week we welcome Mr. Sullivan to the music room.  He is covering Mrs. Tietze’s five week leave.  Mr. Sullivan has substituted for Mrs. Tietze and is familiar with her expectations, curriculum, and many students.  In preparation, they have spent time collaborating over lesson plans and schedules.  Mrs. Tietze will complete her term two report cards grades.  We will also miss Mrs. Webster for about six weeks as she will be on leave beginning March 18th.
 Field Day is a special tradition at Nabnasset!  The big day is on Monday, June 10th.   The rain date is Wednesday, June 12th.  Please save the dates if you want to volunteer.  Volunteers must have an approved CORI on file with the district.  Information will be forth coming for the Google link sign up.  This year we continue to provide the opportunity to purchase Field Day t-shirts.  The online orders will begin on March 25th and end April 12th.  Sample shirts will be on display in the lobby during the March conferences.  
Believe it or not, the second trimester ends on Friday, March 8th.  Please be sure your calendars are marked for parent/teacher conferences on Monday, March 25th and Tuesday, March 26th.  March 25th is a no school day for conferences between 2:00-8:00PM.  The following day there will be a two hour delay.  This trimester, the conferences coincide with the report cards.  Report cards will be available on the Parent Portal on Wednesday, March 20th after 4:00PM.  In preparation for your conference, we ask that you review your child’s report card before arriving.  Now that the report cards are online, we no longer have copies available unless requested ahead of time.  

The district protocol includes having parents accessing report cards by logging into iParent.  The iParent system is integrated with the district’s iPass student information system.  In order to view your child’s report card, you will have to register and be approved by the district’s Information/Technology department for Parent Portal access.   To complete the registration process, you will need to enter your child’s student identification number.  Please call Mrs. Webster if you need the number.  To register, go to the district website (http://www.westfordk12.us/pages/index).  On the left hand side of the page under “Quick Links” you will see iParent listed first.  
The online scheduling sign up link for parent/teacher conferences will be posted on our website and will be available from Friday, March 8th at 3:30PM to Friday, March 15th at 3:30PM.  A letter with more information was sent home on Tuesday.  
Spring Ahead
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Just a reminder that we turn our clocks ahead on Sunday morning, March 10th for the beginning of daylight savings time. Please be sure to change your clocks so that students are on time for school on Monday.  
Half-Day Kindergarten Classes
Mrs. Thompson’s half-day classes have a schedule change coming up as indicated on the 2018-2019 WPS calendar.  On the first four early release days (November 21, December 6, February 6, March 14), the morning students attend class and the afternoon students do not have school.  For the final three early release days, (April 3, May 7, June 17 [tentative last day of school]), the kindergarten sessions will flip.  The afternoon students will attend in the morning and the morning students will not have school.  The morning extended day students will attend kindergarten class in the morning and afternoon extended day students can attend extended day in the morning.  On these early release days (12:20 dismissal) there is no school in the afternoon.
Safety Reminders
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When entering the building, once you are buzzed in, please do not hold the door for anyone behind you.  The office staff must be aware of everyone entering the building by buzzing them in.  

Please remember to send a note with your child in the morning if you are planning an early dismissal or a change to your child’s after school arrangements.  Sending an email message to the classroom teacher isn’t reliable as they might be absent.  Should an emergency arise and you must make a change to your child’s regular plans once the school day has started, please call the main office.  

Have You Heard That… 
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· Mrs. Loughman and Mrs. Whitehead are hosting the Best Books Fair the week of March 18th?   The book fair will also be open on Monday, March 25th and Tuesday, March 26  (conference days). The K-5 librarians are trying a new book fair this year. Please look for more information as well as the class schedules and a volunteer form. Remember, in order to volunteer during the book fair an approved CORI must be on file.
· Kindergarten classes are making their final trips to the Living Lab at Day School this month?  Students will explore and learn about wind.  
· last year we raised nearly $850.00 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society?  This year the Pennies for Patients collection will be April 1st - April 30th.  Thank you for supporting another compassion project, as we continue to teach our students to help those in need, to give without the need to gain anything in return and to choose kindness.
· our Box Top total for February was 1,236, with Mrs. Quinn’s class earning the extra recess (163 Box Tops)?    Every little coupon counts!  Please keep clipping and sending them in.   
· the agendas and meeting minutes from the monthly school advisory council meetings are posted on our website?
· due to the snow day on March 4th, the last day of school is now scheduled for June 17th?
Upcoming Events
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March 7
Field Day Meeting – 8:00AM
March 8
End of Second Trimester



Second Star Reader Drawing
March 14
Early Release @ 12:20PM for Professional Development


PTO Meeting – 6:30PM

March 15
Food Pantry Collection/Nab Spirit Day



Third Star Reader Drawing

March 18
Book Fair Begins

March 21
Pre-First and First Grade Bingo for Books Night – 6:30PM
March 22
Final Star Reader Drawing

March 25
No School, Conferences 2:00 – 8:00PM

March 26
Two Hour Delay, Conferences



Advisory Council Meeting – 4:30PM

Communication


Please be sure that you are staying connected, informed, and part of your child’s learning experience.   Check out updates and pictures on Facebook (Nabnasset Elementary School) and Twitter (@NabSchool).  In addition, please subscribe to the group email by going to www.westfordk12.us/subscriber.   The weekly emails and periodic messages provide up to date information on news around the school and the district.  Cancellations and urgent messages are often communicated through email.  The Nabnasset website (ns.westfordk12.us) also provides information.

Absentee Line
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It is important for us to know when your child is going to be absent from school.  Please call the absentee line at 978-392-9618 to report absences and late arrivals.  Mrs. Webster checks the absentee line at 9:30AM and 1:00PM.  Please don’t rely on sharing the information with your child’s teacher via email, as the teacher may be absent or unable to check their email in time.
