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Principal News 


It is hard to believe the first trimester conference period is coming up in three weeks.  Parent teacher conferences are scheduled for Monday, November 19th (2:00-8:00PM) and Tuesday, November 20th (9:00-11:00AM).  We continue to use the online scheduling program called SignUp.com providing parents with the opportunity to choose the best day and time to schedule a conference.  A letter will be sent home next week
explaining how to access this efficient online platform.

Our second Race for Education event is in twenty days!  We are most grateful for your participation in sending names, addresses and donations.  Last Thursday morning, PTO volunteers worked together to prepare the mailers. We had 186 students participate and sent 1,169 mailers.  Thank you!  

The schedule for Wednesday, November 21st is the following:  

9:30-10:00
morning, afternoon, full day and extended day kindergarten classes, and pre-first classes will begin their walk, jog or run around the back field


10:05-10:50
first grade classes, Mrs. Heller’s class

10:55-11:40
second grade classes, Mrs. D’Amelia’s class 

Students can take a break at the jump rope, hula-hoop and dance stations located in the middle of the field.  Families are invited to cheer on students and burn some calories before Thanksgiving dinner.  Please be aware, if it rains, we will move the Race indoors.  In this case, unfortunately families will not be able to participate to minimize disruption to the instructional morning and for safety reasons.  

Reminder

[image: image2.jpg]



The district still has in effect a CORI (Criminal Offender Record Information) deadline of Dec. 23, 2018 for 2018-2019 volunteers.  If you plan to volunteer, we require annual CORI checks.  Please come in and bring your driver’s license.  In addition, field trip chaperones must also complete the fingerprint obligation.  Fingerprinting does not need to be updated annually.  Therefore, if you have a fingerprint record on file with the WPS, no additional record is required at this time.  Fingerprinting information and instructions on how to register may be found at http://westfordk12.us/pages/hrm/fingerprinting.

Stay Connected
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We are excited to offer numerous ways to stay connected throughout the school year.  We have Facebook (Nabnasset Elementary School) and Twitter (@NabSchool) accounts, which are typically updated weekly to highlight our activities.  In addition, email messages are sent on Fridays (and sometimes alert and emergency messages) through Blackboard Connect.  The mass notification system is linked to our iPass database, thus messages are sent to the email address you provided.  Please be sure to send changes to Mrs. Webster (jwebster@westfordk12.us).  The Nabnasset website (ns.westfordk12.us) also provides diverse information.
Coming Soon…After School Clubs
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The benefits of after school activities for children are wide and varied, ranging from physical benefits to social and emotional advantages.  We would like to expand our choices and provide more opportunities for students to have fun with friends after school.  Teachers and parents have facilitated diverse clubs over the past two years: Math Club, Book Club, Mindful Kids Club, American Sign Language Club, Fun with Literacy Club, Fitness Club, Animals, Nature and Environment Club, Yearbook Club. 
Would you like to share a hobby?  Perhaps gather students to focus on art, dance, science, yoga, chess, puzzles, a foreign language.  If you are interested in facilitating a club, please send me your idea.  Parent volunteers must have an approved CORI form on file.

Have You Heard That… 
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· Bernadette Baird, a popular licensed Kindermusik Educator, has a special evening of fun planned for kindergarten students this Friday night (November 2nd) from 6:30 – 7:15PM?  
· Cookie’s Crew needs your help for our annual Fall Clean Up?  Please join us as we spruce up and prepare for winter this Saturday, November 3rd from 11:00AM to 3:00PM.  Sign up and let us know if you can lend a hand: https://tinyurl.com/nabcleanup
· the bus drivers worked with students practicing the bus evacuation procedures on Wednesday?
· Mrs. Jerzylo works with a second grade class on Monday mornings to collect and weigh the recycle bins in every classroom and office?  So far this school year we have collected 510 pounds of paper and saved 4 trees.  This valuable hands-on experience encourages students to make recycling a part of their lifestyle – not only at school but also at home and in the future.  We want students to realize that they can make a difference.

· the Square 1 Art stickers of individual masterpieces were sent home this week with the catalog?  The deadline for ordering is November 7th.  The delivery date is scheduled for December 6th.  
· Mrs. MacKinnon and Mrs. Reynolds have a guidance blog to provide helpful information?  Check it out at http://westford.org/nabpto
· we have had 5 out of the 8 required fire drills?
· on Friday during community meeting we will reveal the name of our newly created nature trail?  Staff and students brainstormed ideas, a committee narrowed the choices to three, and everyone voted.  

Upcoming Events
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November 2

Community Meeting




Kindergarten Sing-a-long – 6:30PM

November 6

Author Salina Yoon Visit
November 12

No School – Veterans Day

November 15

PTO Meeting – 3:30PM
November 16

Food Pantry Collection/Nab Spirit Day




November 19

No School – Parent/Teacher Conferences 2:00 – 8:00PM

November 20

Two Hour Delay – Parent/Teacher Conferences

November 21

Race for Education




Early Release – 12:20PM

November 22

No School – Thanksgiving Holiday

November 23

No School 

November 28

Advisory Council Meeting – 4:30PM

November 30

End of the First Marking Period

Please be aware that an events calendar is posted on the Nabnasset School website.
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...every school day counts!




Absence Due to Family Vacation (WPS Elementary Handbook Page 13)

Families are strongly discouraged from taking vacation while school is in session.  A packet of work from the teacher cannot replace what happens in the classroom; therefore, it should not be requested.  Students are encouraged to read and practice mathematical concepts while away from school. 
Prior to any planned travel which will result in a student’s absence for more than ten consecutive school days, a parent/guardian must:  (a) un-enroll their child from school; and (b) either complete a Homeschool Application, or identify the school in which they will enroll their child during the absence.  
Child Search
If you know of any child attending public or private school, or who is homeless or has left school, and could benefit from a special education evaluation under Chapter 766 or educational services under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, please contact the Special Education Department in Westford at 978-692-5560 extension 2111.  Every effort will be made to contact the parents to advise them of their rights under these laws.  Thank you for assisting us in this important matter.

