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What Are Standards?
Each content area has a set
of Massachusetts standards,
which are end of year targets
(i.e. learning expectations).
- CCSS (math & ELA)
- NGSS (transitioning)
www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html

Why Standard Based Report Cards?
• Aligns with the Massachusetts state standards
• Measures how well a student is doing in relation to the
grade level standards
• Provides parents with better understanding of their child’s
strengths and weaknesses
• Establishes a greater level of consistency among
educators
• Provides students with specific information regarding
their progress
• Gives more specific information about what students
should know and be able to do in all academic areas

What Are Benchmarks?
Benchmarks are the learning targets at the end of
terms 1 & 2. These expectations are sub-sets of
the end-of-year MA standards that we hope all
students master by June. The end-of-year
standards are listed on the report card, so we have
made the term benchmarks available for public
view. They can be found at
www.westfordk12.us/Pages/curric/benchmarks

Rating Scale
4 – Works beyond the standard: Student is consistently working beyond the end-of-year standard
and is successful with extended learning opportunities. A 4 indicates unusually high achievement.
In some instances, it is not possible to work beyond a standard and therefore a 4 isn’t available
(indicated on benchmark document).
3 – Meets the standard or term benchmark: By the end of the term the student fully and
independently (unless otherwise specified) meets the standard or term benchmark and demonstrates
a thorough understanding of the basic and extended concepts that have been taught.
2 – Approaching the standard or term benchmark: By the end of the term the student is making
progress, understands basic concepts and skills, but may vary in consistency and/or accuracy.
1 – Needs more time and support to develop: The student demonstrates minimal understanding of
the standard and is making slow progress. At the end of the term, the performance is inconsistent,
even with support from teacher and/or support staff.
NA – Not assessed: Standard has not been assessed during this term.

Example of Standard:
Gr. 4 Math
4.NBT.6:
Find whole-number quotients and remainders with up to four
digit dividends and one-digit divisors, using strategies based on
place value, the properties of operations, and/or the relationship
between multiplication and division. Illustrate and explain the
calculation by using equations, rectangular arrays, and/or area
models.
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Concepts: the content we want students to learn, evaluate and apply
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
MARIA BRAHIM
K-5 ELA COORDINATOR
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MATHEMATICS
MARY O’GORMAN
K-5 MATH COORDINATOR
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SCIENCE/ SOCIAL STUDIES
ELAINE SANTELMANN
K-5 SCIENCE/SS COORDINATOR

There are two science standards
listed on the report card:
• Demonstrates knowledge of content and
concepts
• Demonstrates application of skills and
practices

DEMONSTRATES KNOWLEDGE OF CONTENT AND CONCEPTS
GRADE THREE SCIENCE 2014-2015
Changes in Matter
Compare and contrast solids, liquids, and gases based on the basic properties of each of these states of matter.
Describe how water can be changed from one state to another by adding or taking away heat.
Sound
Identify the basic forms of energy (light, sound, heat, electrical, and magnetic).
Recognize that energy is the ability to cause motion or create change.
Recognize that sound is produced by vibrating objects and requires a medium through which to travel.
Relate the rate of vibration to the pitch of the sound.
Plant Growth and Development
Classify plants according to the physical characteristics that they share.
Identify the structures in plants that are responsible for food production, support, water transport, reproduction, growth, and protection.
Recognize that plants go through predictable life cycles.
Differentiate between observed characteristics of plants that are fully inherited and characteristics that are affected by the climate or
environment.
Recognize plant behaviors, such as the way seedlings’ stems grow toward light and their roots grow downward in response to gravity.
Recognize that many plants can survive harsh environments because of seasonal behaviors, like shedding leaves in the winter.
Weather and Climate
Use graphs and tables of local weather data to describe and predict typical weather during a particular season in an area.
Obtain and summarize information about the climate of different regions of the world to illustrate that typical weather conditions over a year
vary by region.
Items in italics indicate alignment with Revised Massachusetts Science and Technology/Engineering Standards.

APPLICATION OF SKILLS AND PRACTICES
• Asking questions (science) and defining problems
(engineering)
• Developing and using models
• Planning and carrying out investigations
• Analyzing and interpreting data
• Using mathematical and computational thinking
• Constructing explanations (science) and
designing solutions (engineering)
• Engaging in argument from evidence
• Obtaining, evaluating and communicating information

There are two
social studies standards listed on
the report card:
• Demonstrates knowledge of learning
standards
• Demonstrates application of concepts and
skills

DEMONSTRATES KNOWLEDGE OF LEARNING STANDARDS
GRADE TWO SOCIAL STUDIES
E Pluribus Unum: From Many, One

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Maps and Globes, Around the World, and Ancestors
On a map of the world, locate all of the continents: North America, South America, Europe, Asia,
Africa, Australia, and Antarctica.
Locate the current boundaries of the United States, Canada, and Mexico.
Locate the oceans of the world: the Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, and Southern Oceans.
Locate five major rivers in the world: the Mississippi, Amazon, Volga, Yangtze, and Nile.
Locate major mountains or mountain ranges in the world such as the Andes, Alps, Himalayas, Mt.
Everest, Mt. McKinley, and the Rocky Mountains.
Explain the difference between a continent and a country and give examples of each.
On a map of the world, locate the continent, regions, or countries from which students, their parents,
guardians, grandparents, or other relatives or ancestors came. With the help of family members and the
school librarian, describe traditional food, customs, sports and games, and music of the place they came
from.
With the help of the school librarian, give examples of traditions or customs from other countries that
can be found in America today.
With the help of the school librarian, identify and describe well-known sites, events, or landmarks in at
least three different countries from which students’ families come and explain why they are important.
After reading or listening to a variety of true stories about individuals recognized for their achievements,
describe and compare different ways people have achieved great distinction.

DEMONSTRATES APPLICATION OF CONCEPTS AND SKILLS

History and Geography
• Use a calendar to identify days, weeks, months, years, and seasons.
• Use words and phrases related to time, changing historical periods, and causation.
• Use historical timelines to convey events in a student’s life or in the history of
countries studied.
• Describe how maps and globes depict geographical information in different ways,
and follow narrative accounts using them.
Civics and Government
• Define and give examples of some of the rights and responsibilities that students
have as citizens in the school.
• Give examples of people in the school or community who were good leaders and
good citizens and explain the qualities that made them admirable.
Economics
• Give examples of people in the school and community who are both producers and
consumers.
• Explain what buyers and sellers are and give examples of goods and services that are
bought and sold in their community.

Some districts using standards based
reporting
More than 53 Massachusetts Districts
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Arlington
Blackstone-Millville
Boston
Concord-Carlisle
Dedham
Dover-Sherborn
East Brookfield
Easton
Grafton
Groton-Dunstable
Lexington
Marlborough

10 States are using state-wide SBRC
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•
•

Mendon-Upton
Middleborough
Milford
Nashoba
Newton
N. Andover
N. Reading
Reading
Shrewsbury
Sudbury
Sutton
Westborough

A Few Reminders:
- A 3 rating in each term is the goal for students and indicates
proficiency of the given expectations (benchmarks/standards).
Threes are to be celebrated!
- In most cases, a 4 rating is not an appropriate expectation to have
for a child.
- The rating in each term is based on the skills and knowledge
attained by the end of the term relative to each standard, not the
journey to get there.

Resources
www.westfordk12.us/Pages/curric/benchmarks
On the website, you will find:
• Report card templates by grade
• Term benchmarks by grade & subject
• PowerPoint from tonight’s information session
• Frequently Asked Questions about SBRCs
• SBRC Information Guide
• iParent “cheat sheet” to access your child’s report card
Feedback:
• Online surveys for parents after the 2nd term

