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AGENDA

Communication Tools

Course Registration     

Post-Secondary Options

College Specific Planning

Post-Secondary Programming

Junior Seminars in History classes
Small Group Meetings
Video Library

Life After WA Presentations



Junior Post-
Secondary Planning
Counselors visit history classes

during week of February 5

Junior Group Meetings
- Virtual & in-person options

Video Library on Counseling
Website



Junior group Meetings
Each counselor will be offering 1-hour small group meetings with
students and parents/caregivers on specific dates throughout the
winter and spring. 
Sessions will be available at 8am, 11am and 1pm.
Students will be in-person for all sessions. 

Virtual only options for parents/caregivers - noted in sign up 
Only sign up for your counselor’s groups.
Registration opens on February 2 - link to Sign Up Genius will be
emailed through Friday email
These are optional for parents/caregivers.



Video Library Your Gateway to Post-Secondary
Success

Short, informative clips covering topics
related to postsecondary planning: 

College visits
Letters of Recommendation
Students with Learning Disabilities
Making activities list 
and more....

These videos will be posted the first week
of February on the WA Counseling
website.



Course registration

Key Dates

February 14th
Advisory presentation 

Throughout February

Meet with teachers 

March 1st - March 8th

Course selection in PowerSchool

March 8th at 2 PM Deadline

Course & Override Requests 

Think carefully about balance Review the Program of Studies

Course Selection Tips

https://www.westfordk12.us/wa/2023-2024-program-studies


Communication is key



WA Counseling newsletter
Emailed through SCOIR



SCOIR desktop and phone app



WA Counseling instagram
@WA_Counseling



determining areas of interest
Aptitude & Career Assessments in SCOIR

PrinciplesYou



determining areas of interest
Aptitude & Career Assessments in SCOIR

Career Interest Assessment



Post-secondary options



Community college
WHAT TO KNOW

Gradual transition to college life

Admission with high school diploma 
(certain programs have additional requirements)

Reduced cost

Seamless transfer options to 4-year MA state colleges 

Flexible schedule



Determining College Fit 
Making the List
College Admission Trends
Other Considerations

Next up: College Deep Dive



 There is no school that
is best for all students. 

Finding the BEST 
FIT College

Size 
Location
Programs
Majors availableAcademic supportsCost & Financial aidExtracurricular       Activities

Student life
Athletics



College Search
Engines

Local College
Fairs

National & virtual
College Fairs

Resources to Help Build
College List

WA College Fair
Website

College resources
and more! 

Link: WA College Fair

Upcoming: 
March 13, 2024 @ 

8:30 am - 10:30 am
Blackstone 
Valley Tech  

SCOIR
Collegexpress.com

CollegeBoard
...and more!

Upcoming:
May 2 & 3, 2024 @

9-12 & 6-8 PM
Boston 

Convention Center

https://sites.google.com/westfordk12.us/wacollegefair2021/home-calendar-spotlight?authuser=0


College Visits

A college visit is a
scheduled time when
students and/or family
members spend time on
campus. Tours can be
brief, day-long or
overnight experiences.

What is it How to schedulebenefits
College Visits can help you
decide whether or not a
campus is a good fit for you.

Demonstrate interest to
colleges - some colleges will
track this

Register online

Students are allowed up to 3
excused absences to attend
official college tours junior
and senior year.



The balanced college list

REACH

COMFORTABLE

TARGET

REACH

LOWER 
ADMISSION RATE

TARGET

COMFORTABLE

HIGHER 
ADMISSION RATE



Everyone’s reach

...and others



Almost Everyone’s reach

...and others



Recent Admissions Snapshot
4.36 GPA
1500 SAT

Applied to 18 schools
Major: Business

Admitted: UPitt, UMass
Lowell, Case Western,

UConn

Denied: Georgia Tech, UC
schools, Columbia, 

Harvard, Duke, Tufts,
UPenn, and others

Enrolled at UMass
Amherst

STUDENT 1: STUDENT 2: STUDENT 3: 
4.0 GPA
34 ACT

Applied to 14 schools
Major: Comp Sci.

Admitted: Northeastern,
UConn, UMass Lowell,

Clarkson, RIT

Denied: Carnegie
Mellon, MIT, UIUC,

UMass Amherst, NYU, U.
Michigan

Enrolled at WPI

3.3 GPA
Test optional

Applied to 11 schools
Major:Nursing

Admitted: Merrimack, Univ.
of New England, UNH (not

nursing) 

Waitlisted: Endicott, Saint
Anselm

Denied: Providence College,
Salve Regina, URI, Fairfield

Enrolled at Sacred Heart
University



Recent Admissions Snapshot
STUDENT 5: STUDENT 6: 

3.66 GPA
Test optional 

Applied to 13 schools
Major: Undeclared

Admitted: UMass Boston,
Suffolk, UNH

Denied: Northeastern,
Fordham, UMD, BU, GWU,

NYU 

Waitlisted: Syracuse,
Emerson, UMass Amherst

STUDENT 4: 
4.15 GPA

Test optional
Applied to 13 schools

Major: Biology

Admitted: UMass Amherst,
Hofstra, Northeastern,

URochester, U. of Vermont
 

Denied: Brown, Harvard,
Tufts, Johns Hopkins,
Colby, Boston College,

NYU

3.30 GPA
1430 SAT

Applied to 10 schools
Major: Engineering

Admitted: Wentworth,
RIT, UML, U. of Vermont

Waitlisted: UMass
Amherst, WPI,

Lafayette, UC Boulder

Enrolled at 
UConnEnrolled at UNHEnrolled at Penn State  



EARLY ACTION

EARLY DECISION I & II

REGULAR DECISION

ROLLING ADMISSION

Application plans



Other considerations

Student Athletes
Must register for the NCAA

Clearinghouse if considering
Div. I or II athletics

01 02 03

04 05 06

Students with IEP/504 plans
Follow same process with

applying to college. Connect
with Disability Services to

determine support. 

fee waivers
Available to students who are

eligible for free/reduced lunch.
See counselor for more info.

interviews
Some schools recommend or

require interviews. Please
check requirements before

applying. 

social media
Can be a useful tool to gain

more information about
schools (follow colleges’

admissions pages)

online presence
Use it to present yourself in

the best possible way!



How parents / caregivers can
support their student 

Remain calm through ups and
downs
Have an honest discussion about
finances
Let your child own this process
Pick mutually agreed upon times to
discuss with your student 
Focus college visits on comfortable
and targets
Complete Parent/Caregiver
Questionnaire in SCOIR





THANK YOU
VERY MUCH


