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August 27,2019

Dear Westford Families:

Westford Public Schools value global learning and seek to honor the linguistic diversity of members within our
community. We are highly appreciative of the dedication of our students and the commitment they have demonstrated
or will demonstrate over an extended period of time to learn other languages as well as maintain other languages at
home and in school. To recognize the importance of multiculturalism and multilingualism, the Westford Public
Schools are proud to participate in the Massachuselts State Seal of Biliteracy program.

As a future opportunity, the State Seal of Biliteracy will be awarded to high school seniors who are able to
demonstrate proficiency and literacy in two or more languages, a partner language and English, as measured by state-
approved assessments. Please note that the Seal of Biliteracy includes all languages, and is not limited to languages
taught in Westford. Many employers and universities recognize the value of the Seal, which encourages students to
deepen their language skills and expand their cultural understandings in order to be better prepared to enter the
workforce and contribute to our global socisty.

The following chart outlines the eligibility requirements for the State Seal of Biliteracy program:

Pathway Award Assessment Criteria for English and Partner Language
Massachusetts State Seal of Score of Advanced on the grade 10 ELA MCAS AND
Biliteracy With Distinction Score of Advanced - Low in the lowest domain/mode of a proficiency test or

other approved alternative assessment (dependent on partner language)

Massachusetts State Seal of Score of Proficient on the grade 10 ELA MCAS (or a score on the ACCESS
Biliteracy test which meets state exit criteria) AND

Score of Intermediate-High in the lowest domain/mode of a proficiency test
or other approved alternative assessment (dependent on partner language)

For more information, please see the Seal of Biliteracy FAQ sheet which may be found on the World Language
Department page of the Westford Academy website. Please contact Sharon Charbonnier, World Language
Curriculum Coordinator with questions: scharbonnier@westfordk12.us or 978-692-5570 x2128.
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SHAPING THE FUTURE ONE CHILD AT A TIME



